MASS ART GUIDE | NOVEMBER 2009




New Nostalgia 8y Monika Burman

| ususlly breaze by Toronlo™s music channel
while surfing cable TV, bul last spring | was
compaliad o walch as | caught a glimpse of
a farmikar face. Thal face was Stephen Ap-
phaby-Bar, and ha was baing Inlerndewed at
tha opening of his first solo axhibition, called
Norlammag Aschiv al Magic Pony. This
manih, he young artist briings us his sacond
solo show, called “Invisible College”, on view
at Narwhal Art Projects in Toranto

Bath of Appleby-Bar's sola exhibitions focus
on a group ol characlers who, as the aris!
describes, “{sham] aspiralions and babiefs
[thal] are at an odd angle with the rest of
their culture.® This common bond brin
ihem logethar in a fratermity, or secral Soc-
oty, and the artwork senves as historical dog-
umantation aof thelr membership

vities

and ideads

The "Invisibla College” % % composed
primarily of oil paintings, produced in 2 clas-
sical portraiture slyle with deep colours
beautiful paimerly gualdies and a varmshed
finish. Tha scenes are full of delails of the
age from formal (eshions, and velved drapes
1o ome furnishings, and signalure wax
seals, Hig, “Neon Rider” exemplifies the his-
lorical age, bul cunous detaits, Hke the
hormed, bag-ike | dress add an element
of mystery and oddity.

The characierzabons of ihe people in thasae
works referance, and perhaps even honize, people In (he arlist's life. The cat. leatured in
Punchy with Crckelbal” is & portrail of a feline friend that Applaty-Barr and his Team Macho
(www leammacho.com) males met when they moved into their studio sevoral years 89o. As
the artisi describad, “His name is Punchy and in his tiny body ha holds the spiril of our endeay-
ours.” The painling is charming and brings soms lavity into the mix. In “The Invisible College”
f your're farmiliar with Team Macho, you may spy them within the ranks of this old school hockey
team

Though he only started padnting in oll two years ago, Appleby-Bam's understanding of histonca
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painting and portraiture is evidenl. I's an arl clas: aired with the exciting imagination of the

artist, and there (s a definite appeal io this work with its new noslalgia feel

Invisitle College by Stephan Appleby-Barr, Throwgh November 28th, 2009
Narwhal Art Projects. Toronto, waaw narwhalatprojects com

Page 14: Stephen Appleby-Barr, Neon Rider, Ol on canvas, 2000
Page 15 Stephan Appleby-Barr, Tha Invisible College, O on canvas, 2009
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